
MEMORANDUM

TO: Members, Utah State Board of Education

FROM: Dr. Patti Harrington
State Superintendent of Public Instruction

DATE: March 6, 2009

INFORMATION: State Board of Education Consultation with School Districts and Charter Schools on
Appropriation Reductions

Background:   With the passage of Senate Bill 4 Current School Year Supplemental Minimum School
Program Budget, the State Board of Education will need to make a decision on how it will proceed under
UCA 53A-17a-146 Reduction of district allocation based on insufficient revenues as amended by Senate Bill
4.

The stricken language required the State Board to consult with school districts and charter schools before
allocating reductions to the Minimum School Act.  The consultation was necessary as the State Board needed
to know which programs to reduce by school district and charter school in administering bank transfers and
accounting for MSP programs.  The new language under Senate Bill 4 retains the consultative role of the State
Board; however, the reduction is limited to a specific program newly added to section 104 of Title 53A
“ongoing locally determined reduction.”  The language now reads:

“The State Board of Education, after consultation with each school district and charter
school, shall allocate the ongoing locally determined reduction provided in Section
53A-17a-104 for fiscal year 2008-09 among school districts and charter schools in proportion
to each school district's or charter school's percentage share of Minimum School Program
funds.”

The consultation under the new language has taken on a new focus.  The reduction will be taken in a
specifically identified program of the MSP, much different than in the old language where specific MSP
programs were not identified.  The Board will need to decide on a process to review a school district or charter
school plan to balance its budget in anticipation of the reduction allocation directed by this new language, or
to receive reports from school districts and charter schools after the fact at some future meeting or delivery
procedure. 

Also to be considered is that school districts have been advocating similar flexibility in reductions to the
FY2010 budget.  This section of code does not apply to FY2010.  The Board will want to determine its role to
exercise any oversight in the reduction implementation for FY2010 and into the future.  The balance of
oversight and autonomy will hinge on the principles of accountability and flexibility.

Anticipated Action:  The Finance Committee will be apprised of budget reduction developments and set the
ground work for Board action in its April Board meeting.

Contact: Todd Hauber, 801-538-7514


